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REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices located in major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have @ ditect news inquiry--you may contact one of the offices 
listed below. This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 
Regional Directors for Public Affairs and the states in their regions: 


Region Le wccccee JORN a, Chavez 


- Room 1700 
JFK Federal 81dg. 
Boston, MA 02203 
BT7= 565-2072 


Region I1........Chester Fultz 

201 Varick Street 
Room 605 A 

New York, NY 10014 
212/337-2319 


New Jersey 
New York 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin, Islands 


Region I11.......dohn P. Hord | 
Room 14120 
3535 Market Street 


Philadel or a, PA 19104 


Delaware — 

District of 
Columbia 

Maryland 

- Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

West Virginia 


Region IY....2... Dan -Fuqua 


Roca 317 
Alabama 1371. Peachtree St., N.E. 
Florida Atlanta, GA 30367 


404-347-4495 


Georgia 
Mississippi 
Worth Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Kegion Vcccccccc JOR D. Mellott 

Room-3192° — 
Illinois 230 S. Dearborn Street 
Indiana Chicago, IL 60604 
Hichigan 


~ 353-6976 
Minnesota 
Ohio ‘ 
Wisconsin 


_ Oklahoma 


Region VI.........00.Shermie Moran 
; Roos 724. 
sian i 
as 
214-767-4776 


Arkansas 
Loufstana 
New Mexico 


Texas 


Region Vile seoseseee Patrick A. Hand 


oom 2509 
Federal Office Bidg. 
911 Walnut St. 


Kansas civ. MO 64106 


Region VIII.........-Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 


Colorado Federal Bidg. 
Montana . 1961 Stout St. 
North Dakota Denver, CO 80294 
— Dakota Ws-344-4235 


lowa 
Kansas° 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Wyoming 


Region a B. Kirkbride 


Suite 1035 

71 Stevenson Street 

San Francisco, CA. 94105 
715-555-5437 OS 


Arizona 
California 
Hawati 
Nevada 


Region KewccccccccceMike Shisi zu. 


Room 3086 . 
Alaska Federal Office Bldg. 
Idaho 909 First Ave. 
Oregon Seattle, WA 98174 
Washington 206-442-7620 





Week of September 19, 1988 


COOPERATIVES COMBINE CLASSROOM 
WITH WORK WORLD 


WASHINGTON--For 20 students working at the Department of Labor in 
Washington, D.C., going to college means getting up early for work. 


Janice Butler, Caroiyn Hill and Darrell Montgomery are three of 
the students hired on a cooperative work-study basis last year by the 
Labor Department’s Office of Assistant Secretary for Administration and 
Management. During their junior and senior years of college, the three 
University of Arkansas students alternate semesters between the 
classroom and the office, eventually putting in a year of work at the 
Labor Department. 


It is the Labor Department’s hope the students will begin working 
for the Office of Administration and Management after their graduation, 
as employees already savvy with office operations. 


The administration and management office redesigned its student 
cooperative program last year to attract and train black and female 
students in areas typically short of qualified applicants, according to 
Gerrie Russell, co-op coordinator. Those areas include accounting, 
computer science and budget analysis. 


Rather than work exclusively for one manager during their semester 
cooperative, students rotate among offices, enabling them to step in 
wherever an opening occurs once they graduate. 


In addition to work experience, students earn paychecks, initially 
signing on at the GS-4 level. Russell said the 20 students selected 
were among 125 applicants from local universities, Puerto Rico and the 
University of Arkansas. Although the department requires a 2.0 grade 
spoint average, most student participants have between 3.5 and 4.0 grade 

averages, she says. 


It’s a program that should pay off on both ends, giving the Labor 
Department bright employees whose rough beginning edges have been 
smoothed by experience. 


"Years ago if you had a degree, that’s all you needed," says 
Russell, who has already seen two cooperative student graduates placed 
in full-time positions with the Labor Department. "Employers now want 
experience as well as degrees. This gives students hands-on experience 
in a workplace setting in addition to going to school." 
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For Butler and the other students, it’s invaluable training. 
"When you come here you have a lot of fear," Butler says. "This gives 
you a chance to explore a new environment. Working with people, you 
have to understand their different attitudes and chemistry and learn 
how to get along with them. Not everyone’s going to be the same. It 
prepares you for the outside world after college." 


Butler is completing her cooperative at the Labor Department’s 
Texas regional office. Both Hill and Montgomery will finish their 
cooperatives at the national office in December. 


# # # 
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LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION UNCHANGED 
AMONG MOTHERS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 


WASHINGTON--The incidence of unemployment for black, single- 
parent mothers with children under six for the year ending in 
March 1988 was 26.8 percent, according to the U.S. Labor 
Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. The rate was twice the 
jobless rate for white mothers with preschoolers (10.4 percent) 
and more than three times that for Hispanic mothers (7.9 
percent). 


Of the more than 7.7 million single-parent families with 
children under 18 in March 1988, nearly 6.7 million were 
maintained by mothers and 1.1 million by fathers. About 62 
percent of black single-parent mothers » re in the iabor force, 
compared to about 70 percent of white single-parent mothers and 
48 percent of Hispanic single-parent mothers. Among all three 
groups, participation rates were the lowest for women with the 
youngest children, those under six years old. 


In general, the labor force participation rate of mothers of 
preschoolers was about unchanged after expanding steadily for 
many years. Of the 15.8 million mothers with children under six, 
56 percent were working or looking for work, about the same 
proportion as in March 1987. Until this plateau, the proportion 
had been rising consistently since the early 1970's. Here are 
other highlights of the data on the marital and family status of 


workers available from the March 1988 Current Population Survey: 


--The labor force participation rate of wives with children under 6 
remained: about the same as a year earlier, but participation among other 
mothers of preschoolers (those either separated, divorced, widowed, or 
never married) fell. Never-married mothers led the decline with a 
reduction of 5 percentage points. 


—In contrast, the participation rate of wives with school-age 
children (6 to 17 years old, only) rose over the year to 73 percent in 


March. Howéver, the rate for other mothers of 6-to-l7-year olds remained 
at 76 percent. 


--A little over 13 million children--about one-fifth of all 
children--lived with a single parent; 57 percent of.these children lived 
with an employed parent. The proportion living with an employed parent was 
much lower among those living with their mothers than among those living 
with their fathers--54 versus 79 percent. In marked contrast, 96 percent 


of the children living in married-couple families had one or both parents 
employed. 


—-The number of children a family has can markedly affect the extent 
to which mothers work. For example, among families with just one child, 
about three-fourths of the mothers in both ‘single- and two-parent families 
were earners in 1987. By contrast, only one-fourth of the single-parent 
mothers with five or more children were earners, while in two-parent 
families with as many children, half of the mothers (and 90 percent of the 
fathers) were earners. 
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Labor force participation rates of women by marital status and presence and age of children, March, selected years, 


1976-88 


(Fercent) 


Neen nn EEE SE ene aaa 


Marital 
status 
anc 
year 


Married, spouse present 


197B iw wnccvcccecscvscvecssesaseseeses 
L9B3. ceccecccceerereresssssseseseese 


1987... 


19BB. wceccccesccesesecessesesseveses 


Other marital status) / 


1976 a ccccccccccccccccccccccecoccccee 
1983. cccccccccccccccaccesccccccosece 
LOB] .ccccccssesecevecsesseseseseoese 


1988. ccccccccccccccceccccsoeccecsece 
Divorced 


IDB a secccccccccssvccescesccsevesere 
19BZ.cecccsccccccccsscccccscsssccece 
19B7 wcccccccccccccssseceeccesesesese 


19BB .cocccccccccccscsesecssssecccees 
Never married 


197B. cececccccesscccsccssesseveseese 
1983. wecccccccecvscccescescssecccece 
1987 ..ccccccccccesccscccsceseccesess 


19BB .wccccccccevcccccccessceseoecees 


“ad Seperated 


1978. ceccccccccseccccccccesccccccess 
1983. ceccccccccccccccccccesesececees 
1987 .cccccccccccscccccccsccccccccces 


19GB .ccccccccccccscccecccccccccccoce 
Widowed 


I9D7B. ceveccccccccccsevecesscsccccees 
19DB3. ceccccepeccccccsecccesecesesces 
1987 .ccccccvcccccsscccscsccscceccces 


1988. ceccccccccccccccscsccscccccsece 


I 
2/ 


- With children under 18 vears old 


| children 6 to 17? years, only Under 6 years old 


| 
|Totel | under 18 | ae i 
: | years old |Totel i | 
| | 14 to 17 


i 
| 


With no 


6 to 13 


Under 3 
years 


years, Total |years, only| years old 


only 


Includes divorced, never-married, separated, 
Data not shown where base is less than 75,000. 
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Labor force participation rates of married and single-parent mothers by single 
year of age of youngest child under 6 years old, March, selected years, 1978-88 


(Percent) 


| Age of youngest child under 6 years old 


l year 2 years 
old or old 
younger 


1978 
Totalecccccccccccccccccescccccccecece 
Married mothers. cccccccccccccccccccccce 
Single-parent motherS...csccscccsccccecs 


Married MOCHOERiicccddocccectsocdsesoesés 
Single-parent motherS..cccccccccccscses 


1987 
Total cc ccanccccesseccsscacccacescoces 
* Married motherSecccccccccccccccccececces 
Single-parent motherS...ccccccccecccees 


1988 
TPtal coccccccccccccccvcccccescccccces 
Mareded mother8.cccoccccccccccccccccccce 
Single-parent motherS...cccccccsssccecs 


a 
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Single-perent families by type of family, labor force status of parent, age of youngest child, race, and Hispanic 
origin, March 1988 


(Numbers in thousands) 


With single-parent With single-parent 


| 
| Total families 
| mothers fathers]/ 


| 
: | 
Labor force status of parent, race, and Hispanic | | 
origin | With | With | | With | With |! | With | With 
| children| children children| children! |children| children 
Total| 6 to 17junder 6 |Total| 6 to 17junder 6 |Total! 6 to 17|under 6 
years, | years years, | years | | years, | veers 
only old oniy | old | only j old 


Single-parent families, Cotal...cecsccececsceseces| 7,736 6,666 
Labor force participation rate of parent........| 70.4 67.2 
Unemployment rate Of parent..ceccscccssseveecees| 1062 e 10.3 





White families....csccccccccccccsessescscseceses| 9208 4,358} 2,743 
Labor force participation rate of parent......| 73.8 70.3 78.3 
Unemployment rate Of Pp@reNt..ccccccceccccecses| Teh om 5.7 


Black families..cccccccecevcccescssssssecsescess 2,296] 1,308 2,111 1,212 
Labor force participation rate of parent......| 63.5 62.0 70.0 
Unemployment rate of pa@rent...cccccsccscceeses| 18,0 18.0 13.2 


Hispanic~origin families....csccccesecssccsseses 784 
Labor force participation rate of parent...... 47.7 
Unemployment rate Of PATeNt..ccscccssccccccecs 


1 nc 

2/ Data not shown where base is less than 75,000. 

NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic-origin groups will not sum to totals because data for the "other races" 
group are not presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and black population groups. 
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Number of children in singie- and two-parent families bv empiovment status of parerts, age of voungest child, 
type of family, race, and Hispanic orgin, Merch !988 


(Numbers in thousands 


iotas “Wh Blact Hispanic orien 
Type of family and emplovment status of i | ' 
parents ! Total 6 tu iUnder !Total | € to /Under |Total. 6 te !Under (Total! 6 to |Under 
ichil- 1? é¢ |ehile | 17 ! 6 chil-, 17 | 6 = Jehil-! i? 6 
| dren jyears iyears | dren ‘years jvears jdren !vears ivears |dren |vears | years 
| j ' j ! ' j | 


I ' ‘ i ’ ‘ . 
Children in single-parent families, . ++ {13,082} 9,321) 3,771) &,525! 6,089; 2,436/4,182) 2,947) 1,23511,788| 1,175] 614 
Percent.... 100.0} 100.0} 100.0’ 106.0] 106.0} 106.0/100.0! 100.0! 100.0]/10C.0! 100.0] 100.0 
Parent in labor force 1/ | 64.9) 69.8] 52.9; 68.7! 73.7) 56.2! 56.4) 62.6! 48.3! 45.0] 49.7|° 35.7 
Parent employed]/...ccccsecccecceees| S722) 62.4 44.3) 63.1| 68.4) 49.9! 45:9] 50.5! 35.1] 40.9] 45.7! 31.6 
Parent unemployed.....scccccccsccees| 707 7 “| 8.5) 5.5] Saat 6.3) 42,3). 22.0) 13.0, 6801 G0t . 4! 
Parent not in labor force....seeeeeee+| 3521] 30.2) 47.1 31.3] 26.3! 43.8! 085 ties — 55.0] 50.3} 64.2 

| 

7,226] 5,154] 2,072)3,926| 2,782] 1,143/1,604 reall 535 
100.0} 100.0; 100. +0} 100.0) 100. -0| 100.0) 100.0 100.6] 100.0 
64.9} 70.7/ 50.4] 57. 0! 61.7! 45.4! 60.5] 46.1] 29.2 
59.9] 65.8! 45.2] 44.5! 49.6] 32.2] 37.2 
5.0 4.9 $.2] 12.4]: 12.1] 13.2] 3.2 


Children of single-parent mothers...../11,481| 8,174! 3,307 
PErcent....sssecccccceseccscceeeses| 100-0] 100.0] 100.0 
Mother in labor force...sssceseccees 61.6) 67.2 47.9 
Mother employed....secesecescceses 54.1 60.0; 40.0 
Mother unemployed.....sseesceeeees 7.5 7.3 8.0 


26.7 
2.4 


Children of single-parent fathers...../| 1,601} 1,137 464; 1,299 935| 364; 256 165! 92 184 
POTCERE ccccccccccccccccccccoccecocs 100. 0} 100.0; 100.0! 100.0/ 100.0} 100.0/100.0/ 100.0) 100.0/100.0 
Father in labor forcel/...sseseesees| 88.5 a 88.1| 89.9) 90.3} 88.7! 80.9 78.2] 84.8] 83.7 
Father employed]/.....ssecsseseees — 3 80.8 75.6 81.4 83.2 76.4) 67.6 65.5 70.7 
Pather unemployed.....ssssscceress 7.8 12.5 8.5 0 12.4) 13.3 12.7 14,1 
1.3 7 


Father not in labor force......+s++-| ll. 9-2] 1 11.9} 10.2 11.3] 19.1] 21.8] 15.2 


Mother not in labor force....eeee+++| 38.4) 32.8 “ 35.1] 29.3) 49.6) 43.0 0.3) 54.6 ‘al 70.8 


| 
Children in two-parent families ........|45,359/29,243/16,116/39,924 25,423] 14,301 3,755 
PETCEN ceccccsccccccsscesesecessseses| 100.0} 100.0; 100.0} 100.0} 100.0}; 100.0/100.0 
Parent in labor forcel/...sescesegeees 97.6 98.0: 97.8} 98.6 
Parent employed]/...sssecceseccssees 95.5 96.1 
Father onlyl/..cccssececcsccescecs 36.8 
Mother only.cccccccccccccsccsccces ° 
Both employed]/..sccsceccescceseses| She 
Parent unemployed, none employed.... ° 
Both parents not in labor force ...... . 


Detail for the above race and Hispanic~-origin groups wil] not sum to totals because data for the “other races” 
group are not presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and black population groups. 
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Families by type of family, earner status of members in 1987, and presence and number of children, 
March 1988 


Numbers in thousands) 


—_—— a ee 


' 
Presence and number of children 


Type of family and earner status of Total 
members in 1987 families | No One Two - | Three Four Five 
| | children| child |children |children |children | children 
| 


Total families..cccccccccccccccece 1,312 


Married-couple familiesS....csccseseccess 1,021 
POPOCORE cc ccccccccccccsesccevceooesese 100.0 
Husband, was only earnerl/....sseccees 37.4 
Wife was only earner 1.4 
Husband and wife were earners....eeees 
Husband and other family member were 


earners, not wife eecccsccccocs 
Other combinations of earnerS...eecees 
NO GOFNETScccccccccccccccccsecececcese 


Families maintained by women....secccees 
POTCONRE cccccccccccccccccccocccccocces 
Householder was an CA@rner..ccccscceses 
Other family member was an earner..... 
NO GBINETE coccccccccesccccesceccoccces 


Families maintained by men...cscccsccces 
POTCORE ccccccccccceccccceccecceeceoecs 
Householder was an earnerl/....cescees 
Other family member was an earner..... 
MO GBENETE oc cccccccccccccccccccccccccce 


i/ Includes fathers in the were living with their families on or o 

2/ Data not shown where base is less than 75,000. 

NOTE: Data on number and type of familes are collected in March of the subsequent year. Earner status 
refer to the preceding calendar year. 
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PRODUCER PRICE INDEXES--AUGUST 1988 


WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods rose 0.6 
percent seasonally adjusted between July and August, the U.S. Department of 
Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. This was slightly more than the 
increases registered in recent months. Intermediate goods prices rose 0.4 
- percent, notably less than in recent months, while the index for crude 
materials turned up 1.1 percent, after declining by the same amount in July. 


Among finished goods, the August index for energy registered a 
significant advance following 3 months of stable or falling prices. In 
addition, the capital equipment index rose more than in the previous month. 
Food prices rose moderately fcr the second consecutive month, while 
consumer nondurables other than food and energy moved up marginally, 
following a steep jump in July. 


Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for Finished 
Goods moved up 0.3 percent to 108.8 (1982-100). During the 12 months ended 
in August 1988, Finished Goods prices rose 2.7 percent. Over the same 
period, the index for consumer foods moved up 3.7 percent, energy fell 4.8 
percent, consumer goods other than foods and energy advanced 4.2 percent, 
and capital equipment prices rose 2.5 percent. The index for Intermediate 


Goods climbed 5.8 percent over the year, while Crude Materials edged up 0.8 
percent. 


# ## 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. LABOR DEPARTMENT 


In the next 12 years, 19 out of every 20 college graduates 
entering the labor force are expected to find college-level jobs, 
according to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The dwindling oversupply of job applicants should 
mean a significant easing of competition that has characterized 
the job market for college graduates since the early 1970's. 


# # # 


Workers who completed one to three years of college grew 
from 7.5 million in 1966 to 13.9 million in 1976, an increase of 
more than 85 percent, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Between 1986 and the year 2000, the number of bachelor's 
degrees awarded annually is expected to dwindle from 980,000 to 
fewer than 900,000, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. This will be the result of the 
decline in the 18- to 34-year-old age group. . 


# # # 








